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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston

SEPT. 27, 

Priesthood Sunday: A day to promote 
vocations and honor those who have 

responded to the call

Adoration for Vocations  
Holy Hour at the Co-Cathedral  

Monday, September 28, at 7:00 p.m. 
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HOW ARE WE TAKING THE CHALLENGES OF LIFE?  

It is hard to imagine that we are already in the ninth month of  the year 2020. 
What a year for all of  us! The pandemic has become the defining event of  the 
year. How are we responding to it? As I think about it, I remember an 
inspirational story I got from a friend some years ago. You may know the story 
already but permit me to share it: 

Once upon a time a daughter complained to her father that her life was 
miserable and that she did not know how she was going to make it.  She was 
tired of  fighting and struggling all the time. It seemed just as one 
problem was solved, another one soon followed. Her father, a chef, took 

her to the kitchen. He filled three pots with water and placed each on a high fire. Once the 
three pots began to boil, he placed potatoes in one pot, eggs in the second pot, and ground 
coffee beans in the third pot. He then let them sit and boil, without saying a word to his 
daughter. The daughter, moaned and impatiently waited, wondering what he was doing. After 
twenty minutes he turned off  the burners. He took the potatoes out of  the pot and placed them in 
a bowl. He pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. He then ladled the coffee out and placed it 
in a cup. 

Turning to her he asked. “Daughter, what do you see?” “Potatoes, eggs, and coffee,” she hastily replied. 
“Look closer”, he said, “and touch the potatoes.” She did and noted that they were soft. 
He then asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off  the shell, she observed the hard-boiled 
egg. Finally, he asked her to sip the coffee. Its rich aroma brought a smile to her face. 
“Father, what does this mean?” she asked. He then explained that the potatoes, the eggs, and coffee 
beans had each faced the same adversity – the boiling water. However, each one reacted  
differently.  

The potato went in strong, hard, and unrelenting, but in boiling water, it became soft and weak. The 
egg was fragile, with the thin outer shell protecting its liquid interior until it was put in the boiling water. 
Then the inside of  the egg became hard. However, the ground coffee beans were unique. After they 
were exposed to the boiling water, they changed the water and created something new. “Which are 
you,” he asked his daughter. “When adversity knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a 

potato, an egg, or a coffee bean? “In life, things happen around us, things happen to us, 
but the only thing that truly matters is what happens within us. Which one are you?  

What are the challenges you are facing in your life, like the boiling water in the story? 
How are we taking those challenges of  life? During this month, the church 
celebrates the Feast of  the Exaltation of  the Cross on September 
14th and the Feast of  Our Lady of  Sorrows on September 15th.  
On the cross, Jesus experienced tremendous pain and suffering. He gave 
everything including his life for our salvation. The apparent defeat on 

the cross was his victory and glorification, our salvation. Our Lady endured much pain 
and sorrow gazing at her son as he endured the pains of  the cross. She offered up her 
pain and sorrow for the salvation of  the world. We turn to her for strength and 
consolation. May our challenges of  life become a way of  transformation for us and 
hope in the redeeming power of  the cross. Jesus, I trust in you! 

Father Felix 

A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 
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August has been a quiet month for our club. There was no call to feed the 
Seminarians, no welcome or farewell meals for departing/incoming 
Seminarians, no Serra Board meeting and almost no Serra General 
Membership meeting (we will hopefully sneak it in on August 31st).  At the time 
of  this writing, two tropical storms, Marco and Laura, are in the Gulf  of  
Mexico. Laura appears to be heading to our East and Marco to the South and 
West of  us. The cones of  their projected paths overlap over 
Northeast Houston.   

I am reminded that Jesus often withdrew to a quiet places like a 
boat, the wilderness, the desert, a mountain, or the Garden of  Gethsemane to pray. 
These quiet times of  prayer often preceded significant events.   

Viewing the world around us I can’t help but think that this somewhat quiet time for 
our Club will precede coming significant events. Tropical Storms, the ever evolving 
COVID-19 Pandemic, unrest in many of  our major cities, and the upcoming 
Presidential election ensure an event filled Autumn. It is important that we keep our 
eyes on the Serra Mission during these times. Our Priests, Brothers, Sisters and 
Seminarians are so vital to our spiritual journey that they will need our ongoing 
support and prayers.  

While we may not, at the moment, have an extensive to-do list of  tasks to complete in 
support of  the Serra mission I encourage us all to redouble our prayers for Vocations, 
our Priests and Religious, our Nation, our neighbors and especially those who view the 
world from a secularist’s perspective. There is much to pray for.  Attending a Holy 
Hour of  Exposition and Benediction for Vocations is one important way we can stay 
engaged and prayerful. 

As St. Paul Reminds us in 1 Corinthians 13:7 It [Love], bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. May our love filled prayers remain steadfast and hopeful 
in the days ahead.  

I am continuing to be hopeful that soon, we will see each other, in person at a Serra General 
Membership meeting.  

Be safe and Well. 

Mark 

A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT, MARK HALLECK 
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Serra Northeast of Houston Monthly Meeting 

COMPASSIONATE LOVE 

Our monthly meeting took a different turn this time.  
Not only was it another Zoom meeting, but because 
we did not want the meeting to conflict with the 
mission at St. Martha, and we changed to a later 
date, the change created a conflict with our 
scheduled guest speaker.   Alas!  Alas!  What to do?  
Bishop Robert Barron to the rescue!   Mark was 
able to secure a video of  the Bishop talking about 
our namesake, Junipero Serra.   

Bishop Barron, vehemently shared his distress 
regarding the demolition of  Junipero statues, and 
the unfounded tales of  Saint Junipero’s  treatment 
of  the natives.  We understand the concerns of  the protestors, he said, but to besmirch the reputation of  
Junipero Serra is wrong.  We must take a stand to defend this loving saint.  Saint Junipero was inspired by 
Our Lady of  Guadalupe to bring the gift of  the gospel to the natives, and so gave his life doing so.  

Junipero was born in Majorca and always had a love for the Lord.  At the age of  16 he joined the 
Franciscan order, and even though life was peaceful, calm and good, he felt a calling to be a missionary and 
to bring the words of  the Lord to others.  And so, at age 35 he left Spain to come to the new world and 
landed in Vera Cruz.  A simple man, he traveled by foot spreading the word of  God.  Along the way, there 

was damage to his foot, but that never deterred him.  At the age of  50 he came 
to California and established the first mission.   

He saw himself  a  tool of  God. He wanted to give the precious gift of  God’s 
words to the natives.  He fought for the natives.  He was the loudest voice 
against capital punishment even though protestors killed a friend.  “Let them 
live, so they can be saved.”  He was the first to argue for a Bill of  Rights for 
the native people. 

Following Mary’s example, he strove to give compassionate love to the 
natives.Saint Junipero Serra died, August 28, 1784.  He was canonized on 
September 23, 2015, in the Basilica of  the National Shrine of  the Immaculate 
Conception by Pope Francis
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Serra NE of Houston Monthly Meeting 

Mark opened the meeting with the 
prayer created by one of  the 
prayer contest student winners

Mark shared news with a slide presentation.
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Serra Installation of Officers July 30 

Bill Clary won the 
prestigious Medyko 
award for service to 
Serra 

Bob introduced 
Serra North East of  
Houston board 
members to be 
installed



!7

Serran “Buried Treasure” 
Spiritual Benefits for Serrans, 54 times a year 

(This article first appeared on p. 22-23 of  the Serran Magazine, Vol. 63, 
No. 1, September 2016) 

I have found Serran “buried treasure” — one that many (most!) Serrans do not 
know about, even those who have been in Serra over 30 years like myself. 

Most of  us know that Serra was aggregated into the Holy See in 1951 but many do 
not know the spiritual benefits that are available to all Serrans because of  the 

aggregation, thanks to a great extent to the awesome efforts of  Cardinal Stritch and the late great 
Serran Ralph Hauenstein who passed away in 2016 at the ripe old age of  103, after an amazing 
and unique life’s journey, one that is an inspiration to us all! 

The spiritual benefits provide all Serrans the privilege of  obtaining a plenary indulgence which 
removes all residue of  our sins, not just once or twice each year but 54 times each year, including on 
St. Junipero’s feast day on July 1. The list of  the dates is given below.  

We are talking about our own salvation, to be with God in heaven with all of  our loved ones, for all 
eternity, which is why we were created by God. Our efforts to obtain these special indulgences is a 
very small price of  inconvenience to pay, and we will be truly grateful for this spiritual benefit, down 
the road, when our day is done, and we come before our Lord and Savior, and when we can in all 
honesty and truthfulness say, “Here I am, Lord...I tried my hardest.” 

To our knowledge, no other lay organization has this privilege, and so it should be well understood 
and well used by all Serrans. Why wouldn’t we? When we do, then we may find it a whole lot easier 
to grow membership in Serra. It truly is Serra’s buried treasure, and all Serrans are truly privileged 
to have this honor bestowed on us.  

	 	 —Mario Biscardi, Treasurer, Serra International 

thank you Melia Reed for sharing this article

Cardinal Stritch Ralph Hauenstein
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SERRA IS INVOLVED IN MANY ACTIVITIES 

31 Club
The 31 Club is a group of  Serrans praying for vocations one day out of  the month by praying 

the rosary and offering your next Mass for vocations.  .  Kathy Ward is fantastic in sending by text  
reminders of  your day, and she always includes a prayerful note.  Are you interested in joining this 
group? Contact Kathy, ksw326@aol.com. 

Words from Kathy: 
What a wonderful gift I have been given, to start every day with thoughts and prayers for each one of  you who lovingly committed 
to pray rosary and offer your next holy mass for vocations! 
Our seminarians are the future of  our church and all of  you, with Christ, are its foundation. How blessed I am to remind each of  
you to call Mary blessed knowing that we will be blessed! 
Thank you so much for this opportunity.  And  May God bless each one of  you for your commitment. 

Kathy Ward 

Congratulation to these students for winning the Vocation Prayer Contest

mailto:ksw326@aol.com
mailto:ksw326@aol.com
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VOCATIONS PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SEMINARIANS WHO ARE DISCERNING GOD’S CALL

.  These men are in the Pre-Theology students.  They are just beginning their path to discernment. 

Marlon Barao,    
St. Ignatius Spring

Theodore Birkofer    
St. Theresa, Sugar 
Land

Ryan Berger, St. 
Bartholomew, Katy

Jorge Guzman, St. 
Vincent dePaul

Angel Rodriguez, 
Christ the Good 
Shepherd

Mitchell 
Schumann, St. 
Ignatius, Spring

Jose Vera, 
Christ the 
Good Shepherd

COLLEGE I TO IV

Michael Najvar, 
Prince of  Peace, 
Seminary: Holy 
Trinity

Isaiah Silva, 
Annunciation, 
Seminary, 
Pastoral 
Assignment

Brandon 
Badillo, Prince 
of  Peace, 
Seminary: St. 
Joseph College

Denneghy 
Mason, Prince 
of  Peace, 
Seminary: St. 
Joseph College

Jean Mindiola, 
St. Faustina, 
Seminary: St. 
Joseph College

Riley 
O’Sullivan, 
Christ the 
Reedeemer, 
Seminary: St. 
Joseph College

MJ Arienza, St. 
Bartholomew, 
Seminary: Holy 
Trinity

Pre-Theology

These men have answered the Holy Spirit’s call and are studying for the undergraduate degree at either      
St. Joseph Seminary in Louisiana or Holy Trinity Seminary in Dallas. 
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“I live, now not I; but Christ lives in me.” Galatians 2:20  

In the Eucharist, the Son of God comes to meet us and desires to become one with us; Eucharistic 
Adoration is simply the natural consequence of the Eucharistic Celebration, which is itself the Church's 
supreme act of adoration. Receiving the Eucharist means adoring Him whom we receive. Only in this 
way do we become one with Him, and are given, as it were, a foretaste of the beauty of the heavenly 
liturgy. The act of adoration outside Mass prolongs and intensifies all that takes place during the 
liturgical celebration itself. Indeed, only in adoration can a profound and genuine reception mature. 
And it is precisely this personal encounter with the Lord that then strengthens the social mission 
contained in the Eucharist, which seeks to break down not only the walls that separate the Lord and 
ourselves, but also and especially the walls that separate us from one another. 

Pope Benedict XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, 66 

vocation ministry  

Fr. Richard has scheduled Holy Hour/Adoration for Vocations at the Co-Cathedral 
on Monday, September 28  at 7:00 p.m.  
 Fr. said the Co-Cathedral is larger than the chapel at St. Mary’s Seminary, and we 
must adhere to social distancing.  Everyone will need to wear a mask.  We hope to 
have a good turnout.  Thanks very much to Fr. Richard for scheduling and 
continuing the Holy Hour!!!  


Please spread the word!

 Holy Hour/Adoration for Vocations

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, and Serra International, check the following 
websites by clicking the links 

https://serraus.org            https://serra10.comhttps://www.serrainternational.org. 

SERRA DISTRICT 10, USA,  AND SERRA INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

What do Serra clubs do? 
Serra Clubs work with their Bishops, Dioceses and Religious Vocation Directors to encourage and support vocations to 
the Priesthood and to the Religious Life. 
Serra activities include attending meetings with speakers focusing on topics of  importance for Catholics and on vocations. 
  In addition to participating in many group activities, Serra members do noteworthy work on their own time, affirming 
seminarians, priests and religious.  
In summary, Serrans are dedicated Catholics who pray for the increase and perseverance of  vocations to the Priesthood 
and the Religious Life.   Serrans also encourage others to pray for vocations during various parish or diocesan activities. 
 Example of  these events include the “31 Prayer Clubs”, attending an extra Mass each month for vocations, or praying for 
vocations on a daily basis. 
Whatever is the need to support Priests and Religious, members of  Serra are ready to move ahead and follow the words 
of  St. Junipero Serra.  His motto was “Always forward, never back.” 

https://serraus.org/serra/#serraclubs

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
https://www.serrainternational.org
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
https://www.serrainternational.org
https://vocationministry.com/app/uploads/2019/04/Adoration-for-Vocations-booklet.pdf
https://vocationministry.com/app/uploads/2019/04/Adoration-for-Vocations-booklet.pdf
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St. Gregory the Great  FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 3 
A Benedictine Monk elected Pope at only 50 years old, we could call Gregory the “bold” pope. He was far 
from wimpy, didn’t stand for weak, unworthy priests, and he defended the goodness and beauty of  the 
liturgy, ensuring its consistency.

St. Teresa of  Calcutta   FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 5 
The name “Mother Teresa” is synonymous with kindness, charity, mercy, and beauty.

St. John Chrysostom  FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 13  

Known as the “golden-tongued” preacher from Antioch, John was a profoundly powerful orator who was 
known to give two hour sermons. He often preached on the need for wives and husbands to be faithful 
to one another and being generous in service to the poor.

St. Robert Bellarmine   FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 17  
A Jesuit and Pope Clement VIII’s theologian, Robert Bellarmine wrote two catechisms that 
greatly informed and formed the faithful of his day. He lived simply, eating the food given to 
the poor, and often spoke harshly on priests and bishops living extravagantly.

St. Joseph of  Cupertino   FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 18  
There’s a quick way to describe Joseph of  Cupertino: he could levitate and he was a 
terrible student. Legend has it that Joseph prayed to only be tested on information he 
knew, and despite being a poor student, he passed through seminary and was ordained 
in 1628. He’s the patron saint of  pilots and test-takers, rightly so. 

Sts. Louis Martin and Zelie Guerin   FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 25 

The first married couple to be canonized together, Louis and Zelie are most known for being the parents of  
 St. Therese of  the Child Jesus. They had nine children, 5 of  whom survived in this life.  

Saint Paul VI   FEAST DAY: SEPTEMBER 26  
A Pope wise beyond his time, Paul VI is perhaps best known for writing the prolific and 
prophetic Humanae Vitae, the groundbreaking, controversial papal document prohibiting birth 
control and predicting much of  the issues our culture faces today.  He traveled extensively 
while Pope

SEVEN SAINTS FOR SURVIVING SEPTEMBER   
HTTPS://EPICPEW.COM/SEVEN-SAINTS-FOR-SURVIVING-SEPTEMBER/ 
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SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS  

• After 8:30 a.m. Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary Magdalene in 
Humble; St. Philip the Apostle in Huffman, after the 8:30 a.m. Mass each Friday; St. John of  the Cross, HOLY 
HOURS: Tuesday – Thursday 7:00 a.m.– 8:00 a.m. -Monday 7:30 p.m - 9:00 p.m. -Wednesday 9:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m., 
silent hour 9 a.m.-10 a.m, 8 p.m.-10 p.m.  

• Tues. Sept. 8  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  following the 7:00 p.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Fri. Sept. 11,  - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Mon. Sept. 14 - Feast of  the Exaltation of  the Cross 
• Tues. Sept. 15- Feast of  Our Lady of  Sorrows  
• Thurs. Sept.17 -  Outreach Mass: St. John of  the Cross, 8:30 a.m., 20000 TX Loop 494. Wear Serra Shirt. 
• Sun. Sept. 27, Priesthood Sunday 
• Sun. Sept. 20 - 25th Wedding Anniversary Celebration at Co-Cathedral. 3:00 p.m. 
• Mon. September 28, - NO monthly - instead attend the Vocation Expo at the Co-Cathedral at 7:00 pm -page 12 
• Sat., Oct. 24, - Serra sponsored Vocation Expo.  Patty Schneider, speaker, St. Mary’s Seminary 
• Sat. Oct. 31,  - Bishop Sheltz  - Altar Server Appreciation - Altar servers with 5+ years of  service -All parishes  - 

10:00 a.m. at the Co-Cathedral. 

September Birthdays  
6 - Deacon Michael Cruz, St. Martha 
6 - Porter Taylor 
8- Deacon Bob MacFarlane, St. Martha 
9 - Deacon Guy Puglia, St. Martha 
9 - Bishop Vincent Rizzotto, St. Dominic Village 
21 - Deacon Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene 
24 - Lynn Lucas 
24 - Kevin McMahon 
30 - Father Felix Osasona, St. Mary Magdalene 
30 - Bob Sponaugle 
30 - Rita Girau

For more information about Serra Northeast of Houston, please contact President, Mark Halleck, mhalleck@icloud.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Mary Lou Purello, 
marylou0038@icloud.com. Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

• Pray for the repose of the souls of:  
•Dee Quinn, wife of Nick, who died 
May 25.  
•Bernadette Benvegnu, mother of Tony who 
died July 29.  

• Prayers for all that we stay safe from the 
Coronavirus 

• Pray for our country as we approach a 
contentious election

All Happening dates and details  are questionable….Stay tuned for changes. 

September Ordination Anniversaries 
8 -Deacon Rene Ramon, St.Mary Magdalene
9 - Sr. Emmanuel Utulu, Daughters of Divine Love
12 - Father Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle
21 - Sr. Jane Michael, Sisters of Jesus the Saviour 

Convent

mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
mailto:mhalleck@icloud.com
mailto:marylou0038@icloud.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

Belonging to Serra has many benefits!

In our own difficult times now, when 
the waters of anxiety and fear 
beset us, let us remember that 

Jesus accompanies us in the Church, the 
“boat of Peter,” and will not desert us.

To pray…. 
means to think and live in the presence of God.  

 


Clowning in Rome, Henri J. M. Nouwen


